The sanitary state of Calcutta is at present the subject of special attention. A committee of the newly elected Commissioners is inquiring diligently into the condition of the sewers and the general conservancy of the town. The public mind has been keenly exercised on the subject, and it is hoped that the excitement will lead to substantial and permanent result. Up to the present moment, although there has been much tall talking and writing, much wild and unfounded assertion, much indecent personal abuse, no little wrangling and display of temper, some irrelevant departures into immaterial and paltry issues, there has been no solid advance made towards sanitary reform. The sewers, which undoubtedly constitute the most satisfactory feature of the sanitary improvement which the town has undergone during the last 15 years, were, to start with, credited with causing lethal stenches which, it was alleged, pervaded the streets, entered dwellings, and impregnated the soil. On careful inquiry it has been found that, on the whole, they are working well. In a very flat city built 011 a very recent alluvium, constructed to remove storm water as well as sewage, receiving washings from streets which are but roadways and very insufficiently flushed, the sewers retain a deposit of silt which has to be removed periodically by baskets, buckets, and Births were registered in excess of deaths, in every district of the province except two. Registration is still backward in the frontier dsitricts.
The death rate for the year was 30 per mille against 27 per mille in the preceding year. The excess is mainly due to fever and cholera.
Cholera prevailed epidemically in the Punjab in 1S81. The disease caused 5,207 deaths against 274 in 1S80. The epidemic commenced in May and terminated in November. The largest number of deaths occurred in September. Eight of the 32 districts of the province were entirely free of the disease ; in eight others less than 6 deaths occurred ; in thirteen the epidemic was mild, and in three. Lahore, Amritsar and Jullunder, the mortality was very high. 
